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An example classification chart for the arthropods



Does it control its own movement?

Yes

No

/

Animal

Plant ——Does it have flowers?

Yes No

" N

Flowering  Non-Flowering

Does it have a back bone?
Yes

No

Vertebrate

Does it give birth to live babies?

e

Invertebrate

Has it got a shell?

Yes -7 N No Yes -7 N No
Mammal Does it have feathers? Mollusc Has it got 6 legs?
Y
Yes /\ No . /\ No
= < e .
Birds Does it have gills?  Insect Arachnid
Yes TN No
P T
Fish Does it lay
eggs in water?
Yes /\ No
/ \
Amphibians Reptiles
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An example of a
dichotomous key to
separate plants and animals
info major groups
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Identification Key

Has the minibeast got legs?

Yes Mo
Has it got wings? Has it a shell?
No Yes Mo Yes
Has it got more Are the antennae
than eight legs? feathered?
Yes No Vs No

A simple Dichotomous key for identifying a mini-beast.
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Isita
herbivore? |
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a shell? mammal?
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Introducing students to making their own identification key.



Identify the aliens
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Do | have wings?

How many cyes

5

How many eyes

h

Do | have antennae?

yes

1 or2?

N

Do I have wings?

Ycs

How many cyes

no

75

Do 1 have wings?

yes

How many eyes

How many eyes

How many eyes

do I have? do | have? do I have? do 1 have? do I have? __do I have?
2 3
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Letter Alien’s Name Letter Alien’s Name Letter Alien’s Name
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Characteristic Red Mangrove Black Mangrove White Mangrove Buttonwood

o ?Ta? ?
yUredeflir 181
along the shoreline, and in usually to landward of red usually to landward of black near the sea on rocks, beaches and
lagoons, in salty water mangroves in shallower, salty water | mangroves in brackish water salinas (not usually in water)
Roots &
—
_ no prop roots, surrounded by thick knobby breathing roots, :
thick stilt or prop roots and thin snorkel roots which stick 1o prop roots no prop or breathing roots
long, slender aerial roots out above the water
Appearance large, rounded and leathery long and thin, salt crystals rounded, sometimes with pinkish long and thin, 2 small bumps
Leaves on back stems, 2 small bumps (salt glands) (salt glands) at base of leaf
T at base of leaf stem
Lr = .
T i"ii\ /
iti
Position Opposite Opposite Opposite Alternate

Flowers %

yellow-cream with 4
pointed petals

/

very small, white

Fruit

form torpedo-like plantlets on about 1inch long, flattened e
the tree green and ribbed, in clusters in clusters in rounded heads

Idenftification guide to the four most common species in mangrove ecosystems.
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Red Mangrove

Roots Habitat [Leaves
? ? ?
Flowers Anything Fruit
o Else o
. ‘? .

An example of an identification mobile
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