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www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-tools-and-resources/bgcis-manual-
on-planning-developing-and-managing-botanic-gardens/



Production Plan – what do you need?
C H W G

• Is a nursery actually required? Can production be carried out 
elsewhere?

• What plants will you grow? What types of propagation methods 
will be used? 

• What equipment and growing facilities are required?

• How many and what sizes of plants will be grown? How much 
space do you need?

• What scale of production is needed in the short-term for growing 
the initial plantings?

• Long-term for maintaining the collections, sale or planting off-
site?

• Will production be in containers (pots) or field-grown (soil)? 





Nursery Design:
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Weeding, Watering 
and Moving Stuff!



Potting and Propagation Shed:
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Can be separate facilities, but same 
building will serve both functions. 

The central work area:

• Benches to work on - easily kept clean.

• Equipment and materials storage 

• Staff comfort: Ventilation, heater, 
shading, water, electricity etc.

• Growing media (i.e. compost) mixing 
and storage area…..



Composting:
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Propagation Facilities
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Outside Growing Areas
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Greenhouses and Growing Rooms
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Public Engagement and Education:
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• Will you have groups visiting and/or deliver training?

• A practical classroom and other areas kept for educational 
purposes could be useful within the nursery. 







Remember; Plan what do you need!
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• Is a nursery actually required? 

• If so, what type and size?

• What plants will you grow? 

• What types of propagation?

• What equipment/facilities are required?

• How many plants? How much space?



Thank You

C H W G
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